Drishti’s Dhanteras Treasure Hunt
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- Drishti was so excited! It was her favorite time of year, Diwali! And it all
I started with Dhanteras. On Dhanteras, her family prayed to Mother Laxmu,
i the goddess of wealth.
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! They started the prayers by singing stotras about wealth. Then they gathered !
I shiny coins and jewelry and washed these in milk, a symbol of purity, and 1
1 water, a symbol of cleanliness. After the coins and jewelry were clean, they |
\ put kumkum and chokha on them and placed the coins in front of God, as |
. a reminder that wealth comes from God.
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Drishti’s eyes it up looking at the shiny coins and jewelry. “We are so
wealthy,” she exclaimed! “Look at all the money that Mother Laxmi has
blessed us with!”
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Hearing this, Drisht’s grandmother had an idea. She said, “Drishti, you
already know that money and jewels are types of wealth, but I want to share
with you the secret treasure chest of wealth that Mother Laxmi hides in
plain sight! This treasure chest contains wealth that makes people truly
happy. So, do you want to go on a treasure hunt and find 1t?”
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‘A treasure hunt? Yes!” Drishti exclaimed. Her grandmother smiled and
said , “Okay then! Can you find me four treasures- four pieces of wealth
that can’t be taken away? Four pieces of wealth that last forever. The kind
of wealth that 1s so powerful that by sharing it, it actually increases? That 1s
the true wealth we celebrate today.”
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“That’s easy!” Said Drishti as she ran to her treasured toy room. She
scooped up her favorite toys: a yellow truck, a green car, some red blocks

and a stuffed pig and headed back to her dadi.
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But on her way, she started thinking. By sharing the toys, the fun she has
increases, but the toys certainly wouldn’t last forever. Her car already had a
broken wheel! And they could easily be taken away from her. These toys
couldn’t be the wealth that dadi was talking about.
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! She turned around and put the toys back. She then went to her living room
I where she found her computer and tv. Her dad was always warning her not
I to break the electronics because they are valuable. Could these be the
wealth dadiwas talking about? Drishti thought about it and then started
laughing. Of course not! If they can easily break then they are certainly not
gomng to last forever! And so she carried on.
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! Treasure hunting was getting tiring and she started feeling a familiar gurgle !

I 1in her stomach. She decided to plan out her next move while grabbinga 1

1 snack. She headed to the kitchen and browsed the pantry. Chevdo, cereal, 1

i cookies, crackers... could these be the wealth dadiwas talking about ? “Nah! ;

Even if I eat the entire pantry right now, I'll still be hungry in a few hours,

so this can’t be the secret treasure of Laxmi,” thought Drishti. She grabbed
an apple and sat at the table to think about where to search next.
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Her thoughts were interrupted by her mother, who was busy cooking
dinner for the family. Her mother was smiling and humming as she worked.
Seeing this, Drishti remembered what her dadrhad said about true wealth
leading to happiness. Her mother was always happy. And she was always
working hard for her family. The love that my mom, and the rest of my
famuly, give me will never go away and will never get old or dusty, thought
Drishti. So family and love must be two of the treasures!
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Happy that she found two treasures, she skipped outside in search for 2
more. Outside, she saw her big, blue pool and her tall, red shde. Now she
loved the pool, and she loved the shde. But she thought, “when it is cold in
the winter we cannot even use these things. They only make me happy for
part of the year, so they cannot be the wealth that dadi was talking about
either!”
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Dristhi decided she needed some help with her quest. She ran upstairs to
their library and decided to try and do some research. She had barely
opened the first book on Diwali when she had a realization. “That’s it!

Books and knowledge are a kind of wealth too”, said Drishti. Books fill
your mind with stories and adventures. Even when the book gets old and
ragged, the stories last forever in your mind, so knowledge must be the third
treasure!
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! The day was going by fast and Drishti decided she deserved a break. She sat '
by the window and stared outside, where she saw her dadi. Her dadi was
busy pulling weeds out of their neighbors’ yard. “Silly Dad” Thought
Drishti. Dadiwas always helping people. In fact, she even was nice to shmy
bugs! When Dadli saw ants or other bugs in their house she would always
scoop them up and take them outside where they would be safe. Drishti
had never known anyone as kind as her grandmother. She was the nicest
person alive!
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' Hey! That must be the fourth treasure. Kindness! We are in charge of our '
I actions and thoughts and we can choose to be Good and kind! No one can |

1 take that away from us. When we act kindly, other people respond with
smiles and kindness too! So kindness multiplies in this world!
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! Drishti ran downstairs and outside to her dadl. “ Dadlil 1 was thinking of

I wealth too narrowly! Wealth enriches our Lives and isn’t just about physical

1 objects like money, toys, food. The greatest treasures of Laxmi are Love,

Family, Knowledge and Kindness! If we have those four treasures, we
really are blessed!”
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! Her dadi smiled. “I told you they were hidden in plain sight! We may not !
I be able to wash them with milk and water each year, but make sure to keep 1
1 these treasures clean, pure and polished, and you will definitely be happy all |
: year long!” :
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